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What is Paganism? 
Paganism is an umbrella term describing a broad range of spiritual and religious beliefs. 

Speaking generally Paganism is a non-creedal, non-dogmatic spirituality which is nature-

based and polytheistic, occasionally involving the honouring of the ancestors. 

Pagan Ethics 
Pagan ethics place a strong emphasis on the balancing of personal freedom and personal 

responsibility. A Pagan student will have been raised to understand that their actions have an 

effect on those around them and this is born out of the Pagan belief that all life is 

interconnected and does not exist in isolation. As a result, Pagans do not have a concept of 

sin, or the need to seek forgiveness from a divine power for such. 

Duality in Religion 
Paganism is a polytheistic religion, meaning that they worship more than one deity figure. 

The most common expression is the worship of both male and female deities in the form of 

the God and the Goddess. 

Whilst there is sometimes an emphasis placed on the feminine aspect Paganism promotes 

gender equality along with religious tolerance and acceptance of different lifestyles.  

Most Pagan students will be raised in an environment where individualism, self-discovery 

and independent thought is openly encouraged tempered with the understanding that their 

religious system is simply one of many and that there is no right or wrong way to worship. 

They will be raised to have respect for other religions and their sacred texts, even encouraged 

to read them, but they are unlikely to believe them literally or understand them as a “One 

True” path to spiritual and religious understanding.  

Pagans and Gods 
Polytheistic believes can be expressed in a number of different ways however the three more 

common divisions are; 

 

Pantheism 

Pantheists believe that all of the gods and goddesses are simply aspects or facets of one force 

/ divine being. This single force or divine being is without gender. 

 

Duotheism/Soft Polytheism  

Duotheists believe that this force / ultimate divine being is divided along gender-lines, often 

using terms like "Lord and Lady". As with Pantheism, it is believed that the various gods and 

goddesses are aspects and expressions of these divine forces. Duotheism represents the most 

common form of Pagan belief regarding Gods and Deities. 

 

Hard Polytheism 

In contrast, Hard Polytheists believe that each individual deity is a sovereign being with their 

own identity and presence. 

 



The Pagan Year 
The general Pagan community divides the year in to eight religious festivals or Sabbats. 

Whilst many Pagans also observe the Full and Dark of the moon the eight seasonal festivals 

are common to all branches of the Pagan Community. 

This cycle of celebration is commonly referred to as the Wheel of the Year. These 

celebrations recognise the progression of the season and the strength of the Sun, linking it to 

the birth, life, death and rebirth of the God, representing the Sun, as well as the life cycle of 

the Goddess, as represented by the Earth and vegetation.  

The Eight Sabbats are further divided into the Greater and Lesser Sabbats and are names as 

follows. 

 
Greater Sabbats 

Imbolc  –  2nd February  

Beltane  –  1st May 

Lughnasadh  –  1st August  

Samhain –  31st October  

 
Lesser Sabbats 

Spring Equinox  –  March 21st  

Summer Solstice  –  June 21st  

Autumn Equinox – September 21st     

Winter Solstice  –  December 21st  

 

You will notice some of these dates of these events, closely align with the Christian Calendar. 

Christmas, All Saints Day and Candlemas are just three of the Christian celebrations which 

can be over laid onto the Pagan Wheel of the Year. One reason for this is that the origins of 

these festival share similar routes to those of the Christian calendar.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Common Misnomers Surrounding Witches and Paganism 
The Witch 
The most common image of a Witch is that of the warty, possibly green skinned, old woman 

who is accompanied by a black cat/bat/dog as she stirs a cauldron containing various bits of 

guts and gore whilst muttering dark and devilish incantations. 

There are a couple of things to address here. 

The Crone is an aspect of the duotheistic Goddess venerated by Pagan. She represents women 

in later life as well as great wisdom gained through life. Whilst she is often depicted as an 

older woman of faded beauty there is no reason that she cannot be presented as someone who 

is less than beautiful. The negative connotations have been developed over history, usually 

during the medieval period as a method to identify a witch. In more recent history this image 

has been popularised in Halloween paraphernalia and Hollywood. 

The other aspects of the image such as the animal familiar, the cauldron, magical ingredients 

are all things that appear in fact however, given that Paganism is nature oriented many 

Witches will avoid harming animals, other people and themselves in the pursuit of their 

religion. In the main Pagans do not believe in, or worship, the Christian Devil/Satan. Satanic 

Witchcraft is a complex topic within itself and it is not possible to cover it in sufficient detail 

in this essay. 

   

Samhain / Halloween 

Samhain coincides with the Halloween and is often mistake to have the same values as the 

commercial event that exists today. There is an association with evil spirits walking the earth 

bringing terror to the living and this fishtails into the fantasy depiction of Witches in fairy 

tales. 

Samhain represents an older celebration in which the final harvest of the year is gathered and 

the symbolic death of the Sun God ahead of his rebirth at Yule is celebrated. Whilst it is true 

that ancestor worship is the main theme of the celebration, remembering departed loved ones, 

there is no pagan association with the living dead, monsters and boogy men.  

Whilst many modern Pagans will use Samhain as an excuse to get flamboyantly dressed up 

and have a good time there is no “fear” associated with the festival. The spirits that are called 

upon are loved ones, remembered and honoured for their lives and influences, and represent 

no “danger”. A common method of celebration is that of a Dumb Supper, where an extra 

place is set for the ancestor but no words are exchanged during the eating of the meal other 

than any ritual words.   

 

The Pentacle 

The Pentacle is a five-pointed star within a circle and is the most common symbol associated 

with Witches and Paganism. When inverted, this symbol is associated with Devil worship 

and Satanism and by miss-association the upward oriented pentacle is also often associated 

with these concepts. 

For most Pagans the meaning of the Pentacle is rooted in the beliefs of the Greek 

Pythagoreans, for whom the pentagram embodied perfect balance and wisdom; and inserting 

the star in the circle adds the symbol of eternity and unity. The Pentacle is also used to 

represent the five elements of Earth, Air, Fire, Water and Spirit. 


